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SUNUNU REMAINS POPULAR; HOLDS LEADS OVER DEMOCRATIC CHALLENGERS FOR GOVERNOR
DURHAM, NH – A majority of New Hampshire residents approve of Chris Sununu's performance as Governor but disapproval is rising.
Sununu holds clear leads over prospecve Democrac chalengers State Senate Majority Leader Dan Feltes and Execuve Councilor
Andru Volinsky, who are not at al wel known in the state. Nearly three-quarters of residents think the state is headed in the right
direcon and a plurality connue to believe that the drug crisis is the most important problem facing the state.
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Pol*, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Six hundred
eleven (611) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed in English by landline and celular telephone between February
19 and February 25, 2020. The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.0 percent. Included in the sample were 576 likely general
elecon voters (MSE +/- 4.1%).
Gubernatorial Approval
 
With nine months to go before the November elecon, a majority of Granite Staters connue to approve of New Hampshire Governor
Chris Sununu's performance, but disapproval is at its highest point in Sununu's governorship. Fiy-seven percent of New Hampshire
residents approve of Sununu's performance as Governor, 27% disapprove, and 16% neither approve nor disapprove or don't know. The
percentage of those who approve of Sununu's job performance is largely unchanged since April 2019.
* We ask that this copyrighted informaon be referred to as the Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center.
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Job Approval - Governor Chris Sununu - By Party Idenficaon
Eighty-four percent of New Hampshire Republicans approve of the job Sununu is doing while 60% of Independents and 31% of
Democrats approve.
Those who voted for Donald Trump in 2016, conservave radio listeners, self-described conservaves, and those who aend religious
services once or twice a week or more oen are most likely to approve of Sununu's performance. Self-described liberals, those who
voted for Hilary Clinton in 2016, those who never aend religious services, NHPR listeners, those who have completed postgraduate
work, and those aged 18 to 34 are least likely to approve of Sununu's performance.
OVERALL Democrat Independent Republican
On a scale where "strongly approve" equals 7 and "strongly disapprove" equals 1, Sununu's average approval score (4.7) has declined
over the past four quarters from a high of 5.2 in the ninth quarter of his governorship. Sununu's approval score is slightly higher than
that of his predecessor Maggie Hassan (4.5) at the same point in her governorship, but lower than former Governor John Lynch's level
of support at the same point in his governorship (5.5).




















Gubernatorial Average Approval Score by Quarters Into Governorship
(7=Strongly Approve, 1= Strongly Disapprove)
Jeanne Shaheen Craig Benson John Lynch Maggie Hassan Chris Sununu
































Favorability Rangs - Governor Chris Sununu
Just over half of New Hampshire residents (55%) have a favorable opinion of Sununu, 22% have an unfavorable opinion of him, 13% are
neutral, and 10% don't know or are unsure. Sununu's personal favorability is largely unchanged over the most of his governorship.
Those who voted for Donald Trump in 2016, self-described conservaves, conservave radio listeners, those who aend religious
services once or twice a month or more oen, those aged 65 and older, those who are rered or not working, and WMUR viewers are
most likely to have a favorable opinion of Sununu. Self-described liberals, those who did not vote in 2016 or voted for Hilary Clinton,
those aged 18 to 34, NHPR listeners, those who never aend religious services, and those who have never been married are least likely
to have a favorable opinion of Sununu.














Net Favorability Rang - Chris Sununu
Net Favorability = (% Favorable - % Unfavorable)
Net Favorability Rang - Governor Chris Sununu
Sununu's net favorability rang, the percentage of people who have a favorable opinion minus the percentage who have an unfavorable
opinion, is +33%, largely unchanged since August 2019 (+34%). Sununu's net favorability rang among Republicans (+73%) has remained
largely consistent over the course of his governorship while his net favorability among Independents (+50%) has increased since August
2019 (+37%). Sununu's favorability among Democrats (-13%) remains lower than earlier in his governorship.
OVERALL Democrat Independent Republican
Favorability - Chris Sununu










Favorability - Democrac Gubernatorial Candidates
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't Know/Not Sure
Two prospecve Democrac chalengers have declared their intenon to chalenge Sununu for the Governor's office in November: State
Senate Majority Leader Dan Feltes and Execuve Councilor Andru Volinsky. However, both candidates are not at al wel known in the
state. Ten percent of Granite Staters have a favorable opinion of Volinsky, 11% are neutral, 7% have an unfavorable opinion of him, and
72% don't know or are unsure. Eleven percent have a favorable opinion of Feltes, 11% are neutral, 6% have an unfavorable opinion of
him, and 71% don't know or are unsure.
Among self-described Democrats, 16% have a favorable opinion of Volinsky, 12% are neutral, 7% have an unfavorable opinion, and 65%
don't know or are unsure. Among this group, 15% have a favorable opinion of Feltes, 13% are neutral, 6% have an unfavorable opinion,
and 65% don't know or are unsure.















Sununu vs. Potenal Democrac Opponents
Governor Sununu holds significant leads over both prospecve Democrac chalengers. In a hypothecal general elecon contest
between Volinsky and Sununu, 54% of Granite State likely voters support Sununu, 29% support Volinsky, 3% would vote for another
candidate, and 13% don't know or are undecided. In a contest between Sununu and Feltes, 56% support Sununu, 27% support Feltes,
4% would vote for someone else, and 14% don't know or are unsure.
In February 2018, Sununu held slightly smaler leads over prospecve Democrac chalengers Steve Marchand, Mark Connoly, and
Colin van Ostern by fourteen, twelve, and ten percentage points respecvely.
NH Heading in Right Direcon or On Wrong Track
Granite Staters connue to believe the state is headed in the right direcon. Seventy-three percent of Granite Staters say things in NH
are generaly going in the right direcon, while 17% say things are seriously off on the wrong track and 10% don't know or are unsure.
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Craig Benson John Lynch Maggie Hassan Chris Sununu
NH Right Track - By Party ID
Democrat Independent Republican OVERALL
Opmism about the state's future is biparsan: 82% of Independents, 81% of Republicans, and 61% of Democrats feel the state is
headed in the right direcon. Opmism among Independents is at its highest ever point and this is the first me that Independents are
more opmisc about the state's direcon than Republicans and Democrats.
Most Important Problem Facing New Hampshire
The drug crisis remains the most important problem facing the state, but is wel below the level of concern reported in 2017 and 2018.
Thirty-five percent of Granite Staters believe the drug crisis is the most important problem facing New Hampshire, 10% say that jobs or
the economy is the most important problem, 8% cite health care, 7% menon educaon, 4% menon taxes, and less than 1% say the
state budget is the most important problem. Thirty percent of respondents menon another problem while 6% don't know or are
unsure.
Central/Lakes Region residents, and those who aend religious services once a week or more oen are more likely than others to say
the drug crisis is the most important problem facing the state, while North Country residents, those who have completed postgraduate
work, Union Leader readers, and those aged 65 and older are less likely to say so.
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Granite State Pol Methodology
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Six hundred
eleven (611) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed in English by landline and celular telephone between February
19 and February 25, 2020. The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.0 percent. Included in the sample were 576 likely general
elecon voters (MSE +/- 4.1%). These MSE’s have not been adjusted for design effect. The design effect for the survey is 1.2%.
The random sample used in the Granite State Pol was purchased from Scienfic Telephone Samples (STS), Rancho Santo Margarita, CA.
STS screens each selected telephone number to eliminate non-working numbers, disconnected numbers, and business numbers to
improve the efficiency of the sample, reducing the amount of me interviewers spend caling non-usable numbers. When a landline
number is reached, the interviewer randomly selects a member of the household by asking to speak with the adult currently living in
the household who has had the most recent birthday. This selecon process ensures that every adult (18 years of age or older) in the
household has an equal chance of being included in the survey.
The data have been weighted to adjust for numbers of adults and telephone lines within households. Addionaly, data were weighted
by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS)
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as to party registraon targets esmated by the New Hampshire Secretary of State. In
addion to potenal sampling error, al surveys have other potenal sources of non-sampling error including queson order effects,
queson wording effects, and non-response. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to 100%. The number of respondents in each
demographic below may not equal the number reported in cross-tabulaon tables as some respondents choose not to answer some
quesons.
For more informaon about the methodology used in the Granite State Pol, contact Dr. Andrew Smith at (603) 862-2226 or by email at
andrew.smith@unh.edu.
N %
Sex of Respondent Female
Male












































































































































Generaly speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the way Chris Sununu is handling his job as Governor?
Favorability Rang - Governor Chris Sununu
Next, I'd like to get your overal opinion of some people who have been in the news. As I read each name, please say if you have a
favorable or unfavorable opinion of this person - or if you don’t know enough about him or her to say. Governor (Execuve Councilor)
Chris Sununu?































































































Favorability Rang - State Senate Majority Leader Dan Feltes
Next, I'd like to get your overal opinion of some people who have been in the news. As I read each name, please say if you have a
favorable or unfavorable opinion of this person - or if you don’t know enough about him or her to say. State Senate Majority Leader Dan
Feltes?
2020 Gubernatorial Matchup - Sununu & Feltes
If the elecon for Governor was being held today and the candidates were Chris Sununu, the Republican, and Dan Feltes, the Democrat,
would you vote for Chris Sununu, Dan Feltes, some other candidate, or would you skip this elecon?




Favorability Rang - Execuve Councilor Andru Volinsky
Next, I'd like to get your overal opinion of some people who have been in the news. As I read each name, please say if you have a
favorable or unfavorable opinion of this person - or if you don’t know enough about him or her to say. Execuve Councilor Andru
Volinsky?




2020 Gubernatorial Matchup - Sununu & Volinsky
If the elecon for Governor was being held today and the candidates were Chris Sununu, the Republican, and Andru Volinsky, the
Democrat, would you vote for Chris Sununu, Andru Volinsky, some other candidate, or would you skip this elecon?




NH - Right Direcon or Wrong Track





















































































































































































































































































































































Most Important Problem Facing New Hampshire
Let's turn to the State of New Hampshire. There are many problems facing the state of New Hampshire today. In general, what do you
think is the most important problem facing the state of New Hampshire today?
Drugs Education Healthcare
Jobs/











































































































































































































































































































































































































Most Important Problem Facing New Hampshire
Let's turn to the State of New Hampshire. There are many problems facing the state of New Hampshire today. In general, what do you
think is the most important problem facing the state of New Hampshire today?
Drugs Education Healthcare
Jobs/



















































































































































































































Once a week or more
Once or twice a month
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Once a week or more
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Favorable Neutral Unfavorable DK Enough To Say
STATEWIDE 72%7%11%10%






































Once a week or more
Once or twice a month











































































































































































































































Chris Sununu Dan Feltes Other DK/Undecided
STATEWIDE 14%4%27%56%






































Once a week or more
Once or twice a month









































































































































































































































Chris Sununu Andru Volinsky Other DK/Undecided
STATEWIDE 13%3%29%54%






































Once a week or more
Once or twice a month










































































































































































































































Right Direction Wrong Track Don't Know/Not Sure
STATEWIDE 10%17%73%






































Once a week or more
Once or twice a month

































































































































































































Drugs Education Healthcare Jobs/Economy
STATEWIDE 10%8%7%35%




































Once a week or more
Once or twice a month

































































































































































































State Budget Taxes Other DK/Not Sure
STATEWIDE 6%30%4%0%






































Once a week or more
Once or twice a month
Few times a year
Never
2016
Presidential
Vote
Donald Trump
Hilary Clinton
Voted for Other
Did Not Vote
Gun Owner in
Household
Gun Owner
Not Gun Owner
Region of
State
Central / Lakes
Connecticut Valey
Manchester Area
Mass Border
North Country
Seacoast
Congressional
District
First Congressional District
Second Congressional District
7%
7%
3%
34%
28%
30%
3%
5%
2%
1%
0%
0%
7%
5%
5%
28%
34%
30%
3%
7%
3%
0%
1%
0%
8%
5%
4%
30%
28%
29%
5%
3%
2%
1%
0%
0%
5%
1%
2%
4%
4%
29%
47%
32%
35%
37%
3%
3%
4%
3%
2%
0%
1%
1%
0%
4%
4%
6%
10%
32%
29%
25%
32%
3%
5%
5%
2%
1%
1%
6%
6%
32%
28%
5%
2%
0%
0%
3%
3%
8%
6%
24%
23%
37%
26%
3%
4%
4%
3%
2%
0%
8%
7%
1%
1%
31%
24%
32%
37%
4%
4%
4%
2%
0%
1%
1%
10%
1%
4%
7%
30%
30%
26%
32%
5%
4%
3%
4%
1%
0%
5%
7%
27%
32%
3%
5%
0%
1%
4%
10%
5%
8%
8%
2%
31%
35%
32%
38%
20%
22%
6%
1%
3%
3%
5%
4%
0%
0%
1%
7%
5%
28%
31%
3%
4%
1%
0%
155
282
148
223
108
241
189
225
135
300
116
198
148
66
113
183
124
152
287
301
75
120
245
143
250
187
55
73
89
59
194
226
293
269
95
59
154
101
73
105
282
305
